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Introduction 

This list is compiled to assist your use of It’s a Kind of Magic, Stories and Spells by Second-

Rate Sorcerers in the classroom. 

Reading aloud by the teacher and opportunities for children to read independently are an 

essential part of each school day when teaching the English Curriculum.  

The stories and poems in this anthology are short and can be incorporated in the program 

or turned to when a diversion is needed to settle the class or when there a few minutes 

wait-time between lessons and activities. 

The stories and poems are listed under the following headings so that you can easily find 

a story or poem that features particular characters, settings, events, themes or language 

features you are teaching. 
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Poems and Rhyming Stories 

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, page 107 

The Worm Farm by Jennifer Horn, page 116  

Just Believe by Jess Horn, page 129 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

Tooth of a Dragon Spell by M J Gibbs, page 200 

Mirror Mirror by Neena Ingerman, page 203 

Winny the Witch by Paula White, page 225 

The Magic Paintbrush by Polly Rose, page 235 

The Device Power Potion by Rocky Dal Molin (a Year 3 student), page 238 

A Special Brew by Sandra Bennett, page 240 

I Can’t Give Up! By Sienna Langfield (a Year 7 student), page 267 

 

Stories and Poems with Spells 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Whiz-Whoz, Whiz-Whoz! If you see it, it’s because! By David VJ Elliot, page 59 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

Winny the Witch by Paula White, page 225 

The Device Power Potion by Rocky Dal Molin (a Year 3 student), page 238 

 

  



 

Settings 

Canadian countryside near Vancouver 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

 

Castle 

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

 

Farm 

Katie’s Magic Trick by Elizabeth Macintosh, page 80 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

 

Forest 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Mythical Land 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

 

Park 

The Mermaid of Holland Park by Sarah Tegerdine, page 243 

 

School/Classroom 

Ashleigh’s Little Trick by Belinda Smith, page 5  

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Magical Harry by Di Scotte, page75 

Cross vs Fury by Kayt Duncan, page 169 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

 

Undersea 

A Magical Mermaid by Karen Hendriks, page 159 



 

Witch School/Classroom 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

Millie Finds the Magic Key by Trish Donald, page 269 

 

UK, near London 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

 

  



 

Characters 

Australian animals 

Katie’s Magic Trick by Elizabeth Macintosh, page 80 

Sia and the Koala Warriors by Karen Hendriks, page 145 

 

Bullies 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

 

Dogs 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

 

Dragons 

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

Cross vs Fury by Kayt Duncan, page 169 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Elves 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

 

Insects 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119  

 

Knights 

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Mermaids 

A Magical Mermaid by Karen Hendriks, page 159 

The Mermaid of Holland Park by Sarah Tegerdine, page 243 



 

Princesses 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Sorcerers 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

 

Teachers 

Cross vs Fury by Kayt Duncan, page 169 

Millie Finds the Magic Key by Trish Donald, page 269 

 

Witches 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

The Magic Walnut Tree by J. Catalano, page 112 

The Worm Farm by Jennifer Horn, page 116 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

Tooth of a Dragon Spell by M J Gibbs, page 200 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

Winny the Witch by Paula White, page 225 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

 

Wizards 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

Just Believe by Jess Horn, page 129 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

 

 



 

Story Events/Themes 

Birthdays 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

 

Belief in yourself 

Whiz-Whoz, Whiz-Whoz! If you see it, it’s because! By David VJ Elliot, page 59 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, p 107 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119 

Just Believe by Jess Horn, page 129 

Tilly and Cabbage by Karen Hendriks, page 153 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

Mirror Mirror by Neena Ingerman, page 203 

The Mermaid of Holland Park by Sarah Tegerdine, page 243 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

I Can’t Give Up! By Sienna Langfield (a Year 7 student), page 267 

Millie Finds the Magic Key by Trish Donald, page 269 

 

Bullying 

Ashleigh’s Little Trick by Belinda Smith, page 5  

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Magical Harry by Di Scotte, page75 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

The Mermaid of Holland Park by Sarah Tegerdine, page 243 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

 

 



 

Caring for others 

The Magic Walnut Tree by J. Catalano, page 112 

Sia and the Koala Warriors by Karen Hendriks, page 145 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Courage 

Ashleigh’s Little Trick by Belinda Smith, page 5  

Magical Harry by Di Scotte, page75 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

A Special Brew by Sandra Bennett, page 240 

 

Curse/Legend/Prophecy 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

 

Days of the week 

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

 

Diversity/Difference 

Ashleigh’s Little Trick by Belinda Smith, page 5  

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40  

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49  

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119  

Mirror Mirror by Neena Ingerman, page 203  

 

Environment 

The Worm Farm by Jennifer Horn, page 116 

Sia and the Koala Warriors by Karen Hendriks, page 145 

A Magical Mermaid by Karen Hendriks, page 159 



 

The Magic Rose by Ky Garvey, page 175 

 

Feelings 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

A Magical Mermaid by Karen Hendriks, page 159 

Cross vs Fury by Kayt Duncan, page 169 

Winny the Witch by Paula White, page 225 

The Magic Paintbrush by Polly Rose, page 235 

 

Floods 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119 

 

Humour 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

 

Intergenerational Relationships 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40 

Katie’s Magic Trick by Elizabeth Macintosh, page 80 

Tilly and Cabbage by Karen Hendriks, page 153 

 

Magic 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 



 

Whiz-Whoz, Whiz-Whoz! If you see it, it’s because! By David VJ Elliot, page 59 

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

Magical Harry by Di Scotte, page 75 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, page 107 

The Magic Rose by Ky Garvey, page 175 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

 

Saving the Day 

George and the Power Gem by Bethea Donoghue, page 14  

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

 

Sibling Rivalry 

The Magic Walnut Tree by J. Catalano, page 112 

The Magic Rose by Ky Garvey, page 175 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

The Mermaid of Holland Park by Sarah Tegerdine, page 243 

 

The Power of Imagination and Thought 

Billie and the Magic Camera by Carla Duke, page 27 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, page 107 

Millie Finds the Magic Key by Trish Donald, page 269 

 

Things going wrong 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, page 107 



 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

The Magic Rose by Ky Garvey, page 175 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

 

Time Travel/History 

Flutterby and Goldfish by Christine Crawford, page 40  

 

Wishes 

The Magic Walnut Tree by J. Catalano, page 112 

Smelly Rainbows by John Duke, page 133 

The Magic Rose by Ky Garvey, page 175 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

 

  



 

Language features 

Alliteration 

Whiz-Whoz, Whiz-Whoz! If you see it, it’s because! By David VJ Elliot, page 59 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119\ 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Tooth of a Dragon Spell by M J Gibbs, page 200 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 

 

Onomatopoeia  

Magical Harry by Di Scotte, page75 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

Don’t Go into the Forest by Polly Rose, page 227 

 

Rhyme 

Annie the Wonder Witch by Deborah Huff-Horwood, page 68 

Whiz-Whoz, Whiz-Whoz! If you see it, it’s because! By David VJ Elliot, page 59 

My Magic by Jacinta Farragher, page 107 

The Worm Farm by Jennifer Horn, page 116 

Bara Bonga Blister Blight by Jenny Woolsey, page 119 

Just Believe by Jess Horn, page 129 

Fred and the Witch by Mistie Dal Molin, page 186 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Tooth of a Dragon Spell by M J Gibbs, page 200 

Mirror Mirror by Neena Ingerman, page 203 

A Boy, A Witch, A Sparrow, A Spell by Paula White, page 215 

Winny the Witch by Paula White, page 225 



 

The Magic Paintbrush by Polly Rose, page 235 

The Device Power Potion by Rocky Dal Molin (a Year 3 student), page 238 

A Special Brew by Sandra Bennett, page 240 

I Can’t Give Up! By Sienna Langfield (a Year 7 student), page 267 

 

Similes and metaphors 

A Nose for Trouble by Dannielle Viera, page 49 

Katie’s Magic Trick by Elizabeth Macintosh, page 80 

Sleepy Knight by Ella Lamb, page 87 

Willow’s Temperamental Wand by Ester Reato, page 86 

Magic Treasure Box by M J Gibbs, page 191 

Not Too Little by Norah Colvin, page 205 

Dragon Sized by Shaye Wardrop, page 255 
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